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Knocktemple  NS
Policy  on

ASSESSMENT

      ( Revised )
ASSESSMENT            
INTRODUCTORY    STATEMENT

The plan was revised, reviewed and formulated by the entire teaching staff during a series of meetings over the period October- November 2016. Staff was divided into sub – committees to review existing practices in various aspects of assessment policy. The final draft was agreed at a staff meeting on 6th December 2016 and forwarded to the Board of Management for ratification. The draft copy was put up on the school website in draft copy and parents were informed should they wish to comment.
RATIONALE
Existing practice and policy are due for review, especially in the light of the NCCA document, “Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum – Guidelines for Schools”. The policy is linked to policies in curricular areas as well as our Special Needs / Learning support policies.

VISION

The Plan is related to the ethos of the school, which aims at promoting the full and harmonious development of all aspects of the person of the pupil – intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual. The assessment activities in this school will be designed to contribute to pupil learning and development, by highlighting key areas of strength and need.

LEGISLATIVE  BASE
The development of this policy has been guided by legislative requirements in;

· The Education Act (1998)

· The Data Protection (Amendment) Act (2003)

· The Equal Status Act (2000)

· The Education Welfare Act (2000)

· The Education for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act (2004)
AIMS
The chief aims of our assessment policy are:

· To benefit pupil learning

· To monitor learning processes

· To generate baseline data that can be used to monitor achievement over time

· To involve parents and pupils in identifying and managing strengths or difficulties.

· To assist teachers’ long and short term planning

· To coordinate assessment procedures on a whole school basis, etc.

POLICY CONTENT

      (a) Purposes of Assessment
· To inform planning for, and coverage of, all areas of the curriculum

· To gather and interpret data at class / whole school level and in relation to national norms.

· To identify the particular learning needs of pupils/ groups of pupils including the exceptionally  able

· To contribute to the school’s strategy for prevention of learning difficulties

· To monitor pupil progress and attainment

· To enable teachers to modify their programmes in order to ensure that the particular learning needs of individual pupil/ groups are being addressed.

· To compile records of individual pupils’ progress and attainment

· To facilitate the involvement of pupils in assessment of their own work

· To enable teachers to monitor their own approaches and methodologies

(b) Assessment for learning and assessment of learning
Knocktemple N.S. recognizes the functions of assessment as being formative, summative, evaluative and diagnostic. The focus is on assessment for learning as well as assessment of learning. This means that evidence is used on an ongoing basis to inform teachers and learning, in addition to the periodic recording of children’s progress and achievements.

(c)  Assessment Methods

A continuum of assessment methods is used in the school. These range from child – led to teacher – led and include:

· Self – assessment

· Conferencing

· Portfolios

· Concept Mapping

· Questioning

· Teacher observation

· Teacher- designed tasks and tests

· Standardised testing
Standardised Tests
Drumcondra Reading and Sigma T Maths are administered at the end of May or beginning of June.

Pupils may only be excluded from the test if in the view of the school principal:

· They have a learning or physical disability which would prevent them taking the test.

· Newcomer pupils, where their level of English is such that attempting the test would be inappropriate (Circular 0138 / 2006).   
Ruth White – Lynch (post holder) is responsible for purchase, distribution and co – ordination of testing.

Each class teacher administers the standardised test and in some cases with the help of a Learning Support or Resource teacher. It is open to each class teacher to request help if necessary.

All of the following scores are recorded: raw score, standard score, percentile rank and STEN, on the class sheet. The percentile and standard score will be recorded in the data base. There is a uniform approach across all classes.

Class teachers, principal and SEN staff are involved in the analysis of results for individual classes, across the appropriate classes and at whole school level.

The information gathered from tests helps target the children for supplementary teaching and also helps the class teacher to adapt methodologies.

The STEN results of tests are provided to parents through the children’s reports at the end of the school year.

The deployment of teachers and / or the allocation of learning support hours in our school are informed by the results of all standardised tests.

Screening:
The Belfield Infant Assessment Profile (B.I.A.P) is administered to the children in Junior Infants in the third term each year by the class teacher and the Learning Support team.
The Middle Infant Screening Test (MIST) is used to facilitate the early identification of learning strengths / difficulties. It is administered in the second term of Senior Infants by the Learning Support team. There is a joint interpretation of the results. Emphasis is put on the early intervention programme Forward Together for children who are not achieving. 

The class teacher and Learning Support team devise an intervention strategy to help these children best.

The Non –Reading Intelligence test (NRIT) is administered in 2nd and 5th classes each year by the class teacher in October.
Diagnostic Assessment:
Formal diagnostic tests are used to determine the appropriate learning support for individual pupils who present with learning difficulties. Neale’s Analysis and other diagnostic tests may be administered by the Learning Support team and results interpreted in consultation with the class teacher. Screening may lead to specific intervention by the class teacher in line with our Staged Approach to special needs provision. In addition, the school places strong emphasis on early intervention.
In the event of pupil performance falling below a standardised test cut – off point, further diagnostic testing will be recommended and parental consent sought. In this instance, parents will be met by the class teacher and Learning Support team and the purpose of testing explained. Diagnostic tests are administered by the learning support teacher, who will interpret results and advise class teacher of results. A school meeting will be arranged with parents to discuss the implication of results which may include:

· Classroom differentiation measures / stage 1 monitoring

· Opening of a Continuum Of Support

· Referral to supplementary teaching:

· Further assessment by an outside agency eg. Educational Psychologist, Speech and language Therapist, Occupational Therapist
The school will adhere to the staged model of intervention developed by NEPS in order to help the school accommodate children who may have special educational needs. (Refer to Special Educational Needs Policy)
· Assessments which have been privately commissioned by parents will also be used in drawing up IEPs. The same arrangements for storage and access will apply to these reports.

RECORDING THE RESULTS OF ASSESSMENT

· Assessment results are recorded in the school Record / Report Card and on Aladdin which forms part of the pupil’s file. Copies of standardised test results are furnished to the Principal.

· Agreed terminology is used and understood by all teachers. Reports will be worded in a sensitive manner and teachers will be aware of the need to record comments in an objective and instructive manner.

· End of year reports, which include the STEN results of standardised tests are posted or emailed to parents in June. Where appropriate, results will be discussed with pupils. . Where appropriate, support teachers will have access to all relevant assessment results.  Copies of psychological reports, certificates of exemption from Irish, etc. will be furnished to parents at the end of the school year.
· The school will forward the Education Passport of each 6th class pupil to the relevant secondary school. The Education Passport consists of the 6th class end of year class report card, My Profile sheet completed by the child in school and My Child’s profile sheet which parents or guardians are invited to complete.
· Aggregated results of standardised tests will be submitted to the Department of Education and Skills from June 2012.

· In the case of the Cairde classes, (ASD classes) all the above procedures will apply and detailed individual files are kept on all pupils. Regular meetings are held with parents to discuss findings e.g. PEP – 3, Neale Analysis .Again, teachers are aware of the need for sensitivity in all such reporting, verbal or written.
Success Criteria 
· Class teachers will use a range of informal and formal assessment which will be carried out weekly / monthly / termly as required and record results.

· Class teachers together with the Learning Support team will also carry out standardised tests each year in the form of Drumcondra Reading and Sigma T Maths for children in First to Sixth Class. The B.I.A.P will be carried out for Junior Infants and Mist for Senior Infants.
· SEN Team carry out diagnostic testing as necessary.

· Information gathered by class teachers is passed onto the SEN Team as required and vice versa.
· Pupil profiles for each class pass from teacher to teacher at the end of each school year. They are also stored on the online system, Aladdin.
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· The SEN Team and the Principal assume shared responsibility.

· It is the responsibility of each class teacher to carry out informal assessment in their own class throughout the year and record the results.

· Each class teacher from First to Sixth class carry out standardised testing in the form of Drumcondra Reading and Sigma – T Maths in May / June.

· The SEN Team carry out MIST with Senior Infants in the second term.
· The SEN team together with the class teacher administer B.I.A.P to Junior Infants in Term 3
· From the findings of the standardised tests the SEN Team carry out further diagnostic testing as necessary.
· Should further testing / assessment be required the SEN Team, class teacher and Principal will communicate with outside agencies as appropriate.
· The school undertakes to continue cooperation with requests from the DES to participate in national and international assessments of pupil achievement.
IMPLEMENTATION

This policy supersedes the policy drawn up in 2012 and is effective from the date of its ratification by the Board of Management.

RATIFICATION AND COMMUNICATION

This review of the Policy on Assessment was ratified by the Board of Management at its meeting on 2nd March 2017. Copies were circulated to all members of the teaching staff and to the Parents Association. A draft of the policy was placed on the schools website.

Copies will be available to individual parents on request or may be downloaded from the school’s website. The Board of Management of Knocktemple NS ratified this policy on 2nd March 2017.
Signed:____________________          Signed_________________________

       Chairperson-Board of Management         School Principal

This plan is available to view at the school by the parents and it is on the school website www.knocktemplens.ie
REVIEW  

This policy on Assessment will be reviewed in the 2018 – 2019 school year and amended as necessary by means of a whole school collaborative process. 
