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KNOCKTEMPLE N.S. - LITTER CONTROL POLICY
Introduction
This policy was first drafted in 2010. The following policy was formulated by the Green School Committee in consultation with all members of staff. This policy applies to all persons who use the school premises and relates to all school activities.
Rationale
The Litter Control Policy was put in place to enhance the school environment and is in keeping with the vision statement of Knocktemple N.S.
Aims / objectives
· To ensure that the school premises and surrounding areas remain litter free

· To foster a spirit of civic duty and responsibility in the children.
· To promote an awareness of environmental issues by presenting the school
premises as a clean, tidy, cared for area

· To maintain a clean and visually appealing working environment for pupils
and staff.
Roles and Responsibilities
Litter control is the responsibility of the entire school community, including parents, teaching and non- teaching staff and pupils. Procedures will be carried out under the direction of the Principal or the Green School Coordinator.
Policy Content and Procedures
· At the beginning of each new school year, the Principal and / or members
of the Green School Committee will visit all classrooms and outline school
policy regarding littering.
· Class teachers will reinforce these guidelines on a regular basis as will the
Principal and Green Schools Committee.
· Each classroom will have a composting bin, a recycling bin and a non -
recycling bin.
· Lunch wrappers and any uneaten lunch should be placed in lunch boxes
and brought home.
· Lunches or wrappers should never be taken outside.
· Pencil parings must go in composting bin.
· Chairs are to be placed on the class tables each evening by the children
before the cleaner comes in
· The cleaner will award a compliment slip each week to the class, which
has made the greatest effort to keep their classroom tidy.
· Children are forbidden to throw litter on any part of the school premises,
including the sports field.
· Children may be asked to pick up stray litter even if it is not their own.
· The area outside the school wall and along the roadway comes within the
remit of the school's litter policy

· Pupils from 5th / 6th class will collect the contents of the composting bins
and empty them into the composter. This task will be assigned on a
rotational basis.
· Pupils from 4th / 5l class will act as litter wardens. Gloves, pickers and
jackets will be given to them. This task will be assigned on a rotational
basis.
· Individual class guidelines on litter control will be regularly delivered.
· Curriculum areas such as SPHE and SESE will be used to reinforce
guidelines
· A Litter Awareness Week will take place at least once in each school term.
This will enable integration with other curriculum areas such as Visual Arts
and Maths - for example, litter posters, graphs and charts.
· The revised school Healthy Eating Policy ( 2016) should further reduce the
amount of litter / wrappers.
· To cut down on waste, each classroom will have a scrap paper box.
Worksheets, which have been used, should be brought home, except
where the teacher requires them to be kept in school.
· As part of the school's involvement with the community, pupils will take
part in the National Spring Clean organised each year by Cavan Co
Council and in the Golden Mile competition, in conjunction with the local
Heritage Society. These activities will be hi addition to the school's
ongoing involvement in the Green School Project.
Success Criteria
The effectiveness of the litter control policy will be assessed through:
· Continual observation
· Parental and community feedback
· Visual impact on school environment
· End of year review and recommendations
Ratification
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management of Knocktemple N.S. at a meeting on 20th January 2011 .It was subsequently disseminated to all school staff and to the Parents Association. The policy is due for review in the school year 2013 - 2014 or earlier, if the need arises. This policy was reviewed in the school year 2014 – 2015 and it will be further reviewed in 2017 -2018.
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